RECORD OF INTERVIEW WITH BILL WYNN

When did you come to Mannering Park and why

In 1934 we brought the land at Mannering Park. The family came but Edna wasn’t born then. We came as a family and we only had a little tin shed there and that’s all we lived in until we got the structure. 
The house we brought it, (it was my mother’s old family house), we pulled it down and brought it up here by boat. We brought it from Nordes Wharf where the school is down on the flat. That is the property where my mother was raised up. We actually came from Dora Creek. 
When she married she had to come to Dora Creek because dad was fishing from Dora Creek. Fishing was a “black fellas” life camping out. We lived a mile from the creek and the boats. Imagine what it was like when a shower of rain would put water in your boat and you would have to go and pump it out. There was no transport like there is today, so we decided to live nearer the job.
Were there many other houses in Mannering Park

There were about six houses at the time. Cliff Vale he had a big family about nine children then Rupe Vale he had about three children. 
The council rushed out that they wanted people to have a loan of money to put the electricity on. They know the power station is coming so I said they can do without me. The electricity it come through about 1959, that’s when the power station opened. In 1953 they put into a three year plan to get electricity because it used to come out to the minerals at Munmorah. It went past at the highway but we never got it until the power station come. The same with the roads, they never sealed it. We used to get two gradings a year for corrugations and such
How was Mannering Park Progress Association started

 Well Mannering Park wasn’t anything at the time. East Wyee was the first Progress Association and we all combined to form that progress. 
We had a vote on different names for Doyalson; I know I voted for Doyalson. The name came from two residents, one was named Doyle and the other was Alison.  Doyalson so that’s how it came about. 

You know where the cement works are, well Alison had that block of land. Doyle had another block. If you go down into the bush there is a mine there, but there was no mine then. He had a block there on Mannering Creek. You see Mannering Creek runs up there just down from the turnoff.  
We had a vote, East Wyee as it was known then had the big book. Grahams were so stubborn he pulled out of the progress, they couldn’t stand the name of Doyalson. 
Anyway the books were taken along to Owen Cartwright; he lived where the flower place is at the end of the road here. Then Cecil Spencer, he was a live wire; he got the books and brought them all down here to the old place. We never changed the name then but it was a bit after that we changed the name to Mannering Park Progress Association. It was never known as Doyalson it was known as East Wyee Progress Association. We made East Wyee Progress Association up out of Mannering Park and a couple of others along Lake Munmorah Road. 
Why was the Progress Association started

It starred in 1946 you were in contact with council all the time but you would get nothing with out the progress. We tried for a cricket ground but there was no good place for a cricket ground. They gave us a block of land opposite the tanks up here; it went right down to the creek. It was about twenty acres and when the power station came they just took it off us. We built a little one room place on it and that’s where we would have functions. We run some for the ambulance and when the ambulance station came they put it out at Doyalson. It was no good for us because they kept it for the mines. We had to go back to Belmont or Cooranbong for an ambulance service. 
The land was up there where the cut goes through. We built a one room shack but by this time there was a few houses on the point. The cricket pitch never eventuated there, but we joined up with Munmorah at the sports ground over there. When the war was finished the council done nothing to help us. We pulled out big saplings that grew over the war years. There wasn’t any mowing; you wouldn’t know what a mower was. The council done nothing. The grounds grew up over four years of war. 
Did you ever build the cricket pitch on the land and what other community activities existed
No we never got to build a pitch because there is only a small area because the hill runs away. The road took the crown of the land and it was hard to find a spot for the cricket pitch. Mr Phillbrook, he had a tennis court up here and the community were playing on that for a while. Clarry had one as well up here near Armstrong’s. We used to have half a cricket pitch here on that level and we used to do our practice there. 
Pat Bridge lived up the valley on a block of land on the creek there, on the water front. His parents were old residents because there were a few of the Bridges. They all went to Munmorah School.
 There was no halls, there was no shops. We had to fight to get a bowser; there was only one bowser out here just about a mile along from the turnoff. See the oil companies had a monopoly and they wouldn’t give us an extra bowser, so there was no bowser until you got along to Kanwal. No bowsers down here but there wasn’t many motor cars then.

When did you have powered fishing boats and did you only haul for fish

As far as we go, we got one (a motorised fishing boat) in 1936. Clarry had a couple of small 2.5 hp and I had a 5 hp Invincible. Meshing was done but it was only cotton nets. What kept the stocks low is this synthetic net. With the synthetic nets you could go out seven days a week and catch a fish. There was no drying, no tanning, no mending, when it got ripped out you just went and bought another panel.  Now when you have synthetic nets it pays to keep them wet. 
Prawning didn’t come in until after the war. They wouldn’t allow you to prawn (but we did a lot of illegal dragging), but then they approved two pieces of net which you could tow. There used to be about 50 licenses but when the synthetics come it went to about two hundred. 
Where did the original Progress Association meetings take place

Meetings were held at different people’s houses; up at Darnley’s, down at our place, and at Cecil Spencers place, and a couple of others, before we had a hall. Then when we had our little hall we would have them (meetings) up there. We met at the little hall from about 1950 to 1959 and that’s when the power station come and took the land. Then we got an army hut and put it down there on Cheryl Avenue, and then they brought the hut down and put it at the back as a kitchen. I had a truck and there was two or three others, Ted Roberts, all went up to Greta and pulled it down and brought it down. They borrowed an army truck from the power station too I think. We had a few power station blokes who were active then 

The hall up on the land opposite the tanks was built by a few of the locals Doug Gunning, Sylvia Jones, Alisa Graham’s father, and some others. It didn’t take long to put up one room. The council gave us that land and we were going to make a sports ground out of it but then they got the block at the end of the road and they put a cricket pitch there. I took one of the junior teams to Wyong School and they played a team there, but the way they mucked up, well that was the end of me. You being the umpire and they abuse you. 
Doug Gunning used to train some of the kids at the point. He done a bit of good that way. Mrs Gunning was in the CWA for a long while
Who provided the land in Cheryl Avenue where the hall was relocated

I don’t know who gave the land to the progress. I don’t think the progress bought it. I think you would need to dig a bit deeper to find out if the power station give it to them.

How did the Post Office start

We were modernising the house at the time we decided to put in the post office. Cecil Spencer brought the books down and Ester, she was under twenty one, she operated the post office, but it was in my fathers name because she wasn’t twenty one. It (the post office) went from here up to Mrs Westland and then Cliffy Graham got it from there. 1947 it came down here, January 1947. 
1948 we got a telephone; I have still got some of the metal arms from the telegraph poles lying around. There were  fourteen or  more lines on the exchange and Ester used to run the exchange. I have still got the original 14 number, 59 then became the local number. 

What year was the fish co-operative built

About 1956 we built the fish co-op. Well there was only an ice box. Big boxes with insulation around the outside. Had to go to Wyong with a truck and get a ton of ice at a time. You see through the war years progress was pretty slow every where and shops never had tools like they have now. You would put your prawns up under the tee trees till the train goes at night at seven o’clock and if you missed the train in the morning you wouldn’t get another one until seven o’clock. The prawns went on a passenger train and the fish went on a goods train about 12 o’clock at night. 
No refrigerated trucks in these days. The prices used to jump up and down quick because of the weather. Say you got a hundred boxes of fish we would hang onto our fish for a day until a southerly comes and then send them away. You would get double the price.

Do you know whose child grave is located at the end of Marmion Street

There was a child drowned down in the bay here. The grave is over near the fence there just around the corner. I don’t know whose child it was. 

When you changed from East Wyee Progress to Doyalson did you meet at Doyalson

No the mail bag used to come out to East Wyee to Bridges. Mrs Bridge used to have a little shop there and then when they had the row, they moved it along to Owen Cartwrights by the end of the road. he had a house there when we built the room here we moved it to here. Well I never thought we would have a post office here but, they gave us a post office.

Did people from outside Mannering park attend the Progress or just locals

We did not get many outsiders but there was a few residents by that time that the January 1947 Darnley had two houses up here, Cecil Spencer he was on one of those two houses up on the cliff. Bill Spencer then built over on Rupe Vales block of land. Bill Spenser then built over on Rupes block of land; that’s where the sailing club is. 
Past the power station were the mine houses are there were two houses up there and the mines took that block of land off that woman, dirty trick you know, she had a few huts there and used to get people in for weekends.  Mrs Lingard, she had that Summer Haze House that used to be a boarding house up in the hole up in the causeway. As far as you can go in there to the south east there was a boarding house and she came there first and then she bought this block of land from Vales.

We tried to get a bridge across that creek. Wyong Council do not want to know this end of the lake. They seam to be jealous of this end of the lake. They give nothing they only know you for the rates.

After it went down to Owen Cartwrights it came down here in 1947. In January 1947 we set up the post office here and then January 1948 the telephone came here. Then in 1959 we got the tar road sealed and the water on and of course the water came naturally when the power station was built. 

In fact there were no streets formed from Waverly road north then you see those regulations didn’t come in that if you sub-divide the land you have got to have all this infrastructure. I cleared around that road around there; we used to cut straight across, go out the gate and cut straight across and then onto the road. But then old Valse started whingeing about making furrows in the road and rain was coming down so we shifted.

Old Cecil Spencer used to have an old bull nose Morris and he used to go out and get the mail and bring it in to the post office, and milk if you wanted. He was the mail man. There was no mail delivery you had to come and get it. The phone was handy. 
There had been this agitation from Lake Macquarie Shire way back. I went to a meeting in 1950 at Boolaroo but it didn’t close until 2002. Different residents were trying to close the lake. They ran a petition around here once but they didn’t get much response.
When they built the RSL at Doyalson that was the end of any dances in the hall. Well that little hall that lasted here a couple of years. The littler the hall the better for the shy people. 
Poor old Rup Vale. He built a couple of boats. I was probably around somewhere in the photos launching his boats. He never was a solid builder. I know the steering wheel on the cruiser he built was in a bad place. We had a couple of trips on it and he ran some trips to the pictures at Belmont a couple of times.

Now, they closed the catching of the garfish off about 25 years ago. They let you go and bull ring them and mesh them. Since the power station come here there’s hardly any. They don’t like the oil on the water I think that’s the reason. They do all there feeding on top of the water, just like an oyster. There’s hundreds of boxes of mullet out here. There’s to big a threat over you if they catch you. Especially when you have received a payout and hand in your license. Remember when they used to slide down that slipper. By Jezz there was some big mullet go down there. They used to have red bellies in the big pool at the bottom. Pat Bridge used to take some big ones from in there. 
