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MINUTES OF MEETING OF MANNERING PARK PRECINCT COMMITTEE                                  ON 18th APRIL, 2011                                                                                                                                                                       

AT MANNERING PARK COMMUNITY HALL
Opened 7.05pm

Attendance: Andrew & Judy Whitbourne, Rob & Jan Regnis, Neil Wynn, Norelle Lee, Trevor Wrightson, Bruce Edgell, Trevor Masters, Carroll  & Sally Smith, L Townsend, Stan Jaques, Julie Mc Goldrick, Bill Symington(15)

Apologies:  Tracey Maguire, Bruce Allan, Jennifer Petersen, Cherie Vance, Bob Fitton,
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 21 March 2011

Moved for acceptance:    Jan  Regnis  Seconded by:Trevor Wrightson

Matters Arising from the Minutes: 

Item 1:
Bus Service.  No timetable for Route 95 in bus shelters yet.  After election, letter previously sent to Robert Coombes was sent to new Member for Swansea Garry Edwards re timetables for No. 95 bus to be put at bus shelters.


Waiting for a response from GW
Item 2:    Chain Valley Bay Colliery.  Stakeholder reference meeting EA public submission 
               May. This is an ongoing matter .  The opinion of the new State Govt. on the matter is                

               not yet known
Item 3.
Wet Basin in Catherine Street.  WSC waiting to commence transformation of wet basin to a dry basin – money and design has been approved. Hopefully start will be made soon.
Item 4.
Repairs to Rutleys Road:  Invoicing Chain Valley Bay Colliery.  Email received from Council answering our question to the mayor referred to wrong Colliery.  It referred to Wyee instead of CVB.


Action:  Precinct to ask council staff to reference the correct colliery.

No further action on these repairs since March meeting
Item 5.
Meeting of 355 Committee on 7th Apri    -  New Committee was elected 

Item closed
Item 6.
Amenities Block. [ unanimous motion at March Mtng :That a meeting be called between a delegation comprising three precinct members (Andrew Whitbourne, Rob Regnis & Jennifer Petersen) to meet on 18.4.11 at 2.00pm in Council Chambers with the General Manager and council staff directly associated with Vales Point Reserve master plan works and also the proposed amenities block to be constructed on the oval.]   

 
Following phone calls and emails with WSC staff, the Precinct Executive has agreed that this meeting will now be held Monday 2nd May with Maxine Kenyon, Director of Community and Shire Services, and other staff involved with the 2 projects – the General Manager is not available for a meetings for two months.
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Item 10.
Doug Vincent.  Water Filter Fraud and rebate for dual flush toilets – has been well publicised. Item Closed
Item 11.
Welcome Sign at entrance to town.  Bruce Wall feels that Tidy Towns & Landcare Group shouldn’t be given the job.  It was suggested that a member of each of the community groups be invited to join a committee to create and choose designs and Tidy Towns and Landcare to make the final decision.  
The meeting was advised that sufficient members of LC&TT’s were at the Precinct meeting and would address the communities’ concerns at their next LC&TT’s meeting. 

It was reported that since the March meeting, a lot of communication has happened with members of the community  e.g. on Election Day, and numerous designs are now being presented to various community groups by Jennifer Petersen, and people are being asked to name their favourite design. 
Treasurer’s Report:   - as for March meeting:
Money Out
Community Hall 355 Committee for rent for our meetings $52.80
Renew Aust Post Office Box  $86
C.Vance reimbursement for Toner for Printer $75.98
J.Peterson reimbursement for stationery $19.10


Money In
Wyong Council Funding $374.91
Supper Club Cash $62.60
Balance in Bank $328.72


Moved for acceptance: Norelle Lee Seconded: Jan Regnis
ORDER OF THE DAY:

Lara Critchley, WSC Senior Planning Engineer Hydrology, Floodplain and Stormwater Management introduced Richard Dewar, Consultant Hydrology Engineer from Sydney, who had recently completed an extensive study of the Tuggerah Lakes Floodplain for WSC.  He would soon be commencing a similar study of the Lake Macquarie Floodplain for both Lake Macquarie Council and Wyong S.C.

Richard used a very well prepared and very clear PowerPoint presentation about the results of his work on the Tuggerah Lakes Floodplain.  He highlighted both the similarities and differences between the two lakes in times of extreme rainfall.  His graphs comparing flood events over the past 60 years were very informative. Richard’s presentation was followed by a Q & A session.

Andrew expressed the thanks of the meeting to Richard and Lara.
Correspondence In:

EMAIL 

1. 25-03-11 Megan Cooper WSC on progress with M Pk Oval Amenities Block

2. 16-04-11  Sue Meyers Chairman/Secretary M Pk LC &TT Group Inc reporting on the recent work of the Group, especially in relation to getting rid of graffiti vandalism
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3. 14-04-11  Mayor Doug Eaton requesting permission to attend Precinct mtng 16-05-11 and address members on the possible amalgamation of Wyong & Gosford Councils
4. 13-04-11  Marc Desmond from Lake Macquarie Council with details of proposed works at the Wyee Station car park and related works on Wyee Road 
5. 16-04-11 Kelly Maybury, Secretary Pioneer Dairy Steam Railway Inc on their fresh proposal for a new Ruttleys Rd. location
6. 31-03-11 Doug Darlington, The Entrance Peninsula Community Precinct, to North Wyong Graffiti Forum’s initiative to have magistrates issue more graffiti removal Community Service orders
7. 13-04-11  Jennifer Petersen re delegation of Precinct members’ meeting with WSC staff involved in The Point and the Amenities Block projects                                                                                                                                       
POST - Nil
Correspondence Out:

EMAIL

1. 30-03-11  Andrew W to Gwandalan/Summerland Point & Lake Munmorah/Cain Valley bay Precincts + Wyee Point Progress Assn. Re a joint meeting to discuss a strategy for a shared pathway around the southern end of Lake Macquarie
2. 30-03-11 Andrew W to WSC GM & Bev Davis, Precincts Liaison Officer, re  a meeting on Vales Pt. Reserve and the oval Amenities Block
3. 30-03-11  Andrew W to Shane Geerin re Precinct’s rep, Bruce Allen, on workshops to upgrade Fire Stn.
4. 15-04-11 Andrew W to A Riding WSC Councillors & Garry Edwards Swansea MP with March mtng Minutes & April mtng Agenda and invitation to attend
5. 18-04-11  Andrew W to Garry Edwards, Swansea MP with copies of correspondence to Robert Coombes re trial bus service 95
Moved for acceptance:  Norelle Lee/ Neil Wynn
Matters arising from correspondence:  see General Business


Item 7.
Fire Station.  Email from Shayne Gearin, Fire Captain re concerns that questionnaire was creating disharmony in the community.  Suggested a representative from the Precinct Committee attend their tri-monthly meeting.  Bruce Allen was appointed. – see emails out  (Bruce has reported to Andrew that he has still not been contacted)
Item 8.
Shared Pathway. Morisset to Gwandalan.  See emails out.  Gwandalan & Lake Munmorah Precinct C’tees have since replied positively but we are still waiting for a response from Wyee Pt. PA.
Item 9.
Red Shield Appeal  28 & 29 May.  Bill Symington looking for collectors.  Bill  addressed the  meeting and reported that Cherie Vance had agreed to be the co-ordinator for M Pk
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Councillor’s Report   Cr. Bill Symington presented a comprehensive report on matters which he had been involved with, and also matters of interest concerning WSC:
· RE the proposed Shared Pathway from Morisset Hospital to Gwandalan – the crossing of the inlet canal at Vales Point PS is a key issue in the project going forward
· RE “Asplundh’s” ‘hacking’ of street trees under power lines – this firm is contracted by the electricity distributors, and local Councils have no say in the way it operates

· RE the problem of graffiti – a “graffiti trailer” to carry the removal chemicals would be a help. (Members present who are also members of LC & TT informed Cr. Symington that this group  already owns a trailer).  Rapid removal of the graffiti is the key, but we have to make sure that this does not become a “game” with the perpetrators.  Trying to catch the perpetrators is very important.  WSC now owns 2 portable CCTV cameras in conjunction with Unique Security, and these are available for use across the Shire
· WSC Budget 2011-12 :  Bill has put several maintenance items in his submission, and these will be emailed to each Precinct for distribution to members.

· RE amalgamation of Wyong & Gosford Councils –generally speaking people in the north of WSC seem to be opposed to the idea.  There has been some suggestion of the north of WSC amalgamating with Lake Macquarie Council.  There will be a Mayoral Minute on the issue presented at WSC meeting Weds 27/4.  Some Councillors feel that the issue has come up because the Joint Water Authority now receives all water and sewerage rates and charges, and there is now less rates income for each council because a certain proportion of water and sewerage rates under the former system used to go into consolidated revenue for general use.  Bill was glad that the Mayor was coming to the next Precinct meeting as he is one of the keen advocates of amalgamation and so Precinct members will have a good opportunity to ask him questions.
Rob Regnis asked about WSC’s Climate Policy and the impact of sea level rises, especially if the maps distributed by the Australian Local Government Assn. will be incorporated in Council’s Climate policy.  He also asked if there would be public participation in council’s proposed climate change policy.  Bill promised to look into the matters
General Business

· Questioners from the floor asked who will be responsible for the Morisset to Gwandalan Shared Pathway.
· Lake Macquarie Council, as well as carrying out improvements at Wyee Railway Station, will be hoping to get “blackspot funding” to make improvements to the Ruttleys Road/Wyee Road intersection. This intersection is third on the councils list of intersections to be upgraded. Council try and complete one intersection per year which would mean another three year wait for an upgrade. Any “blackspot funding” would accelerate this timetable. 
· ITEM  12   Pioneer Dairy Steam Railway -  next to the Aero Club off Ruttleys Road was found to be unsuitable due to endangered species on the site.   The Precinct has agreed to make representations to Delta and council with the view of getting Delta to release some land near the NW corner of Pacific Hwy /Ruttleys Rd. for use by the model railway.
· ITEM  13  Vacant Shops Concern was expressed about the poor image given by the vacant shops in Vales Road.   Anyone with ideas on how they could be used for the community’s benefit (e.g artists at work) should email Andy before next meeting.
· ITEM 14 Footpath cleaning   Concern was also expressed about the “greasy” state of the footpath in front of the takeaway shop to the Cheryl St. corner.  Bill Symington said 
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that he thinks cleaning should be carried out by WSC staff using specialized equipment, and he will investigate the matter. 
· ITEM  15   Publicity Officer   Moved Andrew W/Neil Wynn that Trevor Wrightson be the publicity Officer for the Precinct Committee.      Carried unanimously
Meeting Closed.  9.30pm
NEXT MEETING   Monday 16th May  7.00pm      Guest Speaker Mayor Doug Eaton on the proposed amalgamation of Wyong & Gosford Councils
