MINUTES OF MEETING OF MANNERING PARK PRECINCT COMMITTEE
On October 17, 2011                                                 At Mannering Park Community Hall

Opened: 7.08pm

Attendance:  Andy Whitbourne (chairman), Cherie Vance (treasurer), Trevor Masters, John Sauerbier, Neil Wynn, Robyn Sauerbier, George Murray, Bart  Vanderzee, Bruce Wall, James Marshall (guest speaker), Jan Regnis, Rob Regnis, Coral Burnham, Bruce Edgell, Peter Dean, Judy Whitbourne, Sue Wynn (WSC deputy mayor), Sue Murray (secretary).

Apologies:  Trevor Wrightson, Bob Fitton, Annabel Fitton, Greg  Best (WSC councillor), Bruce Allan, Stan Jacques, Jennifer Petersen.

GUEST SPEAKER:

Chairman welcomed everyone and introduced guest speaker, James Marshall, who presented a summary and opened community consultation and feedback in relation to a proposed project of Mannering Colliery.

James is a director of an Australia-wide consultation firm, Lantz Marshall, which is based in Toronto. The company works with local and state governments, developers, quarry and mining companies to facilitate community consultation to determine social and community impacts and benefits  and to provide objective assessments of projects. 
His address to this meeting involved a Centennial Coal proposal for increased production of its Mannering Colliery. He provided a brief written overview of the proposal (attached) and subsequent discussion resulted in the request for James to provide the following information to the Precinct Committee:
1. A  diagrammatical map showing this latest proposal by Mannering Colliery with an overlay of the past and current coal company’s  workings and including any “bleeding” of approved boundaries;

2. An exact and detailed map of foreshore area around Vales Point (marked blue – Fassifern seam) with the boundary of that area being defined by street names ;
3. Diagrammatical information and depicting type of  mining activity – past, present and proposed by  any mining company – surrounding the current Mannering Colliery proposal boundaries;

4. Information to be helpful for individual property holders to instigate a management plan to correctly monitor perceived or real subsidence and/or other impacts relative to mining activity;

5. Community concern be conveyed to Centennial Coal that communication between its Environmental Officer and residents could be substantially improved. Reports that the Environmental Officer is not responding satisfactorily to resident inquiries.

Chairman Andy Whitbourne thanked James Marshall  and the meeting proceeded into :
MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2011:

MOVED for acceptance: Neil Wynn. SECONDED: Coral Burnham.  CARRIED.
Matters arising from the Minutes:

Corrections: (Rob Regnis) 
· Item 17: Reference to “Max” Kenyon should read “Maxine” Kenyon;

· Re: Mens’ Shed Report – 
a) Maxine “Cannon” should read “Kenyon”;
b) “Council has possible funding methods where public raised $2” (should be $1) “and the council will offer $1” (should be $2);

c) Reference to the Mens  Shed being a “company” should instead read that the group is incorporated.

d) The Mens’ Shed group meets on the third Wednesday of each month.

· Re: General Business – Clarification that reference to Julie Mac is Julie McGoldrick and reference to TW is Trevor Wrightson.
· Item 2: Chain Valley Bay Colliery – Still awaiting the CVB E.A.  Reference made by chairman  to email (7/10/11) from Louise McDonald  - WSC Administration and Project Planning Support Officer, Environment and Planning - informing of a Coal Mining Projects public meeting to be held on 15/11/11 at 6pm at Doyalson RSL Club. Item ongoing.
· Item 3: Wet Basin Catherine Street - WSC reports that work has been delayed by wet weather but project should be completed by the end of this calendar year. Item ongoing.
· Item 6: Amenities Block and Vales Point Reserve – In response to the Precinct’s September meeting WSC councillors Doug Vincent and Sue Wynn put a successful  motion to a WSC meeting to have a senior WSC staff  member appointed to oversee and monitor the work at Vales Point. Sue Wynn said that in the interim of an appointment, Maxine Kenyon could be contacted for any further reassurance. Email from WSC about progress of improvement plans for Vales Point Reserve. Email (11/10/11) from Megan Cooper – WSC Project Officer Sport Leisure and Recreation – giving an update of the progress of Vales Point Reserve upgrade grant was read by Chairman.  Item Ongoing
Tenders for the oval amenities are to be advertised on 18/10/11 and will remain open for at least a mandated 21-day period. Tenders need to be reviewed and a WSC director’s report made by 21/11/11 to be put in the WSC business papers for the 14/12/111 meeting which is the last WSC Ordinary Meeting of the year. Item Ongoing

· Item 8: Shared pathway. Waiting for outcome of the Chain Valley Bay Colliery E.A. to see if any funding will be made available in the Planning Department’s determination.  Item Ongoing.
· Item 15: Swimming Pool Net:  Pool net will be replaced using some of the excess grant funding along with the installation of a fish cleaning table and signage along the N/E foreshore restoration area. It was also suggested that the pool net replacement funding previously allocated should now be used elsewhere in the Mannering Park community. Discussion suggested that the $11,000 allocated by WSC to establish a fish cleaning bench should have been funded from fishing licence fee grants. The protection and upkeep of the swimming pool net should be considered in relation to the migration of rocks in that particular area, which has been a problem for 15 or more years, and WSC is well aware of the problem, however, the overall situation will be a long process to rehabilitation and needs an engineered approach to a solution. Item Ongoing.

· Item 17: Mens’ Shed.  This is now an Item Closed, however, Bruce Wall, is invited to give progress reports at each Precinct Meeting. (His report later in the Minutes) Item Closed.
· Item 18: Clean-up of Ruttleys Road/Pacific Hwy. No further news since last meeting. Chairman to again contact Andrew Pearce on the matter and Sue Wynn to follow-up. Item Ongoing.
MOTION: (Bruce Wall) That MP Precinct Cttee send a letter to RTA and WSC Traffic Cttee calling for a full set of traffic lights to be installed at the intersection of Ruttleys Rd/Pacific Hwy.

SECONDED – Peter Dean.  CARRIED.

· Item 19: Boat Ramp Repairs. No new information since September meeting. (Last year’s audit on boat ramps showed ours was one of the worst in the shire. Chase-up Council to apply for grants, and also ask if Garry Edwards MP can help. It was reported that WSC and the State Government are each responsible for half the cost. WSC now says that it will grant the money and that we will know by Christmas when it will be forthcoming. Garry Edwards MLA is on side with the project.)   Item Ongoing.
· Item 21: Eaton’s Hardware intersection.  Precinct wrote letter to WSC Manager  requesting Conditions of Consent pertaining to Eaton’s Development Application Notice of Determination. The Precinct also wrote requesting  No Right Turn signs be installed immediately until the intersection is upgraded. Replies received – Conditions of Consent  from Peter Fryar  (WSC Manager Development Assessment) and Michelle Easton (WSC Transport Planning from Eaton’s)  with a service request number for the signs . Letter from Eaton’s in response to Precinct letter read by chairman. Eaton’s response seems to imply all that is being asked is provision of a No Right Turn.
MOTION: (Andrew Whitbourne) That the Precinct write to WSC Mayor and General Manager expressing the Precinct’s unanimous view that the only acceptable outcome for entry to the Eaton’s Hardware site on Ruttleys Road is for the construction of a new intersection, in accordance with Wyong Shire Council’s Conditions of Consent dated 17th March, 2010. The Precinct also reaffirms its desire to see No Right Turn signage installed at the intersection’s present location as an interim measure only. The provision of any No Right Turn signage should not be used to justify the delay or to diminish the requirements of the Conditions of Consent.

SECONDED – Rob Regnis.  CARRIED.

Sue Wynn suggested also writing to WSC General Manager and Director of Infrastructure to express what the community is expecting in regard to that intersection. Item Ongoing.

· Item 22:  WSC policy for boats stored on waterfront reserve. Sue Wynn has raised this matter to Council. She informs that WSC is doing an audit which is hoped to be completed by the end of this year. She said the matter requires widespread and expansive community consultation including residents, boat owners and people using the foreshore on how to manage dinghies on the foreshore reserves. Consultation will also include consultation with Precincts and Progress Associations. This consultation will take place well before WSC formulating any policy. Item Ongoing.
CORRESPONDENCE
Summary of correspondence delivered to members one week before the meeting and available for perusal on the meeting night.

Matters Arising

· No.32 – 11/10/11 WSC Councillor Greg Best offering help with seating for elderly at school bus stop.
Coral Burnham advised the elderly folk needed a bench seat in the lay-off area outside the primary school rather than a bus shelter on the regular bus route. Coral will confer with Trevor Wrightson about the needs of the elderly in the community and Sue Wynn will approach primary school representatives for their viewpoint on this proposal.
REPORTS
Coral Burnham , Progress Association: 

a) Information about traffic problems in Peverill St and upcoming onsite meeting between Progress Assoc and WSC to discuss solutions to vehicles cutting the Kenilworth St/Peverill St corner and eroding the footpath as well as congestion with parking on Peverill St and vehicles ignoring the One Way signage.
b) Positive report on the opening day of the Mardi-Mangrove link.

c) Progress Assoc requesting support from Precinct Cttee to address WSC inaction to rectify  “missing link” in concrete pedestrian pathway between the end of Warwick Ave and  Campbell Pde in the vicinity of the netball courts. Coral reported that the Progress Assoc has had three onsite meetings with WSC and sent letters to WSC for 8 months about the problems the “missing link” was causing residents, particularly mothers pushing prams, the elderly and users of wheelchairs.
MOTION (Coral Burnham):  That the Precinct Cttee write to WSC General Manager requesting an onsite meeting between the Progress Assoc, the Precinct and relevant WSC managers to discuss a solution and timeframe to install a concrete pedestrian pathway linking the footpath from Warwick Ave to Campbell Parade and access on to Campbell Pde.
SECONDED – Peter Dean.  CARRIED.
Treasurer’s Report (Cherie Vance)
Opening Balance $119.79

Outgoing –  $30.90 (Reimbursement of personal expenditure on behalf of Precinct Cttee to purchase cups and cups for supper – J Whitbourne)
Current Balance $88.89.

MOVED for acceptance (Neil Wynn)  SECONDED (Coral Burnham)    CARRIED

Sue Wynn to follow-up on WSC fee of $165 charged to Precinct in regard to the use of Vales Point Reserve to hold a fishing workshop. 

Mens’ Shed (Bruce Wall)

The next meeting will host June Marr to talk about cooking and the men will provide morning tea. It is appreciated that the Precinct sent a letter of support for the Mens’ Shed to WSC and it is reassuring that the rest of the community is keen about the project. WSC’s Maxine Kenyon is fully supportive and has submitted a proposal to WSC for MP Mens’ Shed.  There are plans to site the Mens’ Shed next to the Community Hall and a quote has been obtained - $51,000. The group will have to start fundraising. Bateau Bay Mens’ Shed has kindly offered the use of their facilities in the interim and Mens’ Shed members are working on their first project which is to make a chocolate wheel which will be for community use. Discussions have started with Federal Member for Shortland Jill Hall regarding potential funding sources.
             Councillor’s Reports

Sue Wynn -  Attended the No Coal Seam Gas National Action Day attended by about 200 people and addressed by excellent speakers.  Informed that there is a second attempt at drilling exploration at Catherine Hill Bay and advised coal seam gas extraction could not go ahead if an LNG shipping centre was not established within the Newcastle port because that was the only place to store it and export it. Sue said that was why it was important to not support any coal seam gas proposal in the Stockton area. It is important to remember that 80% of the gas extracted would be exported.
GENERAL BUSINESS
· Item 23: Nomination for Secretary position. Chairman submitted written nomination of Sue Murray as secretary. The nomination was seconded in writing by Trevor Wrightson and Sue Murray accepted nomination.

Other nominations were called for but in the absence of no others, the nomination for Sue Murray as secretary was requested for acceptance and subsequently adopted. Bruce Edgell kindly agreed to remain in the role of assistant secretary, also adopted by the meeting.
· Item 24: MOTION (Bruce Edgell) That the Precinct Cttee send a letter to Tracey Maguire thanking her for her contribution to the Precinct Cttee, her work to organise events for the youth, and her unstinting  generosity of goodwill, time and resources for many community organisations in Mannering Park. And to offer our community’s support and sincere best wishes for her wellbeing.
SECONDED (Peter Dean).  CARRIED.
· Item  25: George Murray raised the issue of speeding and noisy driving hooliganism around Mannering Park and particularly along Vales Road. 
MOTION (Jan Regnis): That the Precinct Cttee organise a letterbox drop along the entire stretch of Vales Road to offer information of support and encouragement for a neighbourhood and community approach by reporting to police any anti-social traffic behaviour that worries or annoys residents. SECONDED (George  Murray)  CARRIED

· Item 26: Coral Burnham gave information about the new Woolworths proposed for Munmorah to operate a shuttle bus from Lake Munmorah, Chain Valley Bay, Gwandalan, Summerland Point to the store at Morisset. Not sure whether Mannering Park is included in the shuttle bus run.

· Item 27: Bruce Wall presented  a flyer from San Remo Neighbourhood Centre about a film afternoon to be held on October 31 from 3.30pm to 5.30pm at MP Community Hall. No support sought from MP community.

Meeting closed 9.10pm. 
NEXT MEETING OF MANNERING PARK PRECINCT COMMITTEE – November 21, 2011   7pm
