             MINUTES OF MEETING MANNERING PARK COMMUNITY PRECINCT COMMITTEE
On July 16, 2012 





                          At Mannering Park Community Hall

Meeting opened 7pm. Attendance: Andrew Whitbourne, Sharon Aglio, Annette Denley, Judy Whitbourne, Neil Wynn, Trevor Wrightson, John Sauerbier, Robyn Sauerbier, Claire Muir, Arthur Armstrong, Denise Cooper, Bart Vanderzee, Rob Regnis, Jan Regnis, George Murray, Coral Burnham, Robyn Croft, Greg Stott, Jenny Stott, Bruce Edgell, Julie McGoldrick, Josh Hodges (rep for Swansea MP), Gerald Cowan (rep for Swansea MP), Peter Dean, Tim Giffin, Sue Murray, Cllr Bill Symington,  Inspector Rachelle Conroy Tuggerah Lakes Area Police Command (27) Apologies: Lou Gambrill, Michael Ingram
Welcome to guest speaker Insp. Conroy.   Key points:
a) Graffiti reporting. Can be done through Eyewatch, the Police Assistance Line or VandalTrak which is operated by a not-for-profit group. Effective centralised database across NSW which Police started using about four months ago. The anti-theft and graffiti tag unit operating out of Wyong Police Station is now using VandalTrak more effectively. Graffiti vandals can be charged under the Criminal Act with Malicious Damage or more effectively under the Graffiti Control Act which comes with an automatic Community Order which involves the offender cleaning-up  graffiti and undertaking a graffiti prevention education program.

b) Crime Statistics. From April 1 to June 30 this year there were reports of 5 break and enters (note: generally from an open garage or unlocked doors), 6 graffiti or malicious incidents (although from the one incident report), 4 stolen motor vehicles, 4 stealings. Insp Conroy said this area never raised its head as a hot spot and MP crime statistics are very low compared to other hubs such as Tuggerah or Lakehaven where there are central public transport stations.
c) Mobile police vans. The Crime Prevention Officer will bring the mobile police van to MP shopping centre on August 31 from 9am to 1pm. The mobile vans will visit the northern region once every month in four different locations, so will be in MP every fourth month and if successful the vans might visit more often. 

d) Speeding along Vales Rd. Highway Patrol only successful for short-term. Better option to report dangerous driving incidents, including registration number, to the RTA and Toukley Police. Community needs to work with RTA and WSC to gather information in order to have a fixed speed camera installed. 
e) Trail bikes. This is a real issue for Police and there are 5 officers trained and current operations to identify offending trail bike riders.

1. MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING  - June 18, 2012 

MOVED for acceptance (Sue Murray) SECONDED (Annette Denley) CARRIED

Item 1: CVB Colliery and coal transportation (ongoing) – LDO Coal investigation into feasible coal transportation still underway. Next Community Consultative Committee meeting to be held in August or September and MP Precinct will be represented. 
Item 3: Oval amenities and Vales Point Reserve (ongoing) – Work on oval amenities started but progress hampered by wet weather .  

ACTION:  Clarification from WSC whether these are to be public amenities or just for users of the oval, and that WSC staff will open and close and maintain.  

Vales Point Reserve 

a) Relocation of sandstone blocks in front of swimming pool is in WSC Works Program and scheduled to be moved soon. When sandstone blocks relocated will the slope to the pool be graduated and sand placed?
ACTION:  Follow-up with WSC to ask their plans on this matter.

b) Migration of stones from NW side into pool. WSC consultation with Lake Macquarie Council about their study reveals the methodology is not applicable in this case. Even though MP in WSC area, Lake Macquarie Council is responsible for lake foreshore. LMC is working with NSW Environment Protection Dept to have a model prepared to resolve the issue. Cllr Symington will follow-up and informed this matter would be a long process as five different agencies were involved to come to a resolution.
c) Fish cleaning bench is being used, although some residents report the bench appears to be unfinished.

ACTION:  Information from WSC about the status of completion.
Item 4: Shared pathway (ongoing) – Letters sent to State Minister Andrew Stoner and Chris Hartcher calling for action to facilitate approval for a bridge crossing to accommodate the extension of the existing MP shared pathway to Chain Valley Bay.

a) Josh Hodges (update from Swansea MP Garry Edwards) said a briefing from John Koller (Delta Electricity Vales Point Power Station) revealed their concerns were security and a crossing being too close to the inlet valve. Minister Chris Hartcher has asked Delta for a full brief of another potential route if the bridge crossing is not possible.
b) Julie McGoldrick (MP Landcare) informed that it should be considered in forward planning that if the shared pathway was to traverse the established regeneration site there were two identified endangered species present and there was solid legislation in place to protect the EEC (endangered environmental community).

Item 5:  Ruttleys Rd/Pacific Hwy intersection (ongoing) – RMS investigation still underway.

Item 6: Boat ramp repairs (ongoing) – Preparation work is well underway and installation is a day’s work which will happen on-site in 4-6 weeks.

Item 7: Eaton’s Hardware entry/exit on Ruttleys Rd (ongoing) – No acknowledgement as yet from letter sent to WSC on June 25, 2012, in relation to the Motion carried at last month’s meeting. Community dissatisfaction over WSC’s inability to resolve the matter. Other approaches need to be considered.
Item 8: Boat storage on waterfront reserve (ongoing) -  Draft policy will not likely be available before upcoming WSC elections and expected to be a matter for the new council.
Item 9: WSC reclassification of community property (ongoing) – A relatively long-term process with vigilance of individual matters arising especially schools and educational institutions remaining SP2 zoning.

Item 10: Coal mining operations (ongoing) – NSW Dept of Planning is currently reviewing submissions to the Environmental Assessment for the continuation of Mannering Colliery mining.
Item 14: Dunvegan St drainage and angle –parking proposal (ongoing) – Our initial proposal to improve drainage was denied and a second letter was sent requesting grading work to allow the free run-off. No response as yet.

Item 15: Ruttleys Rd/Wyee Rd intersection (ongoing) – Progress underway by Lake Macquarie Council

Item 16: Foreshore erosion (ongoing) – Informal response from WSC after inspection from WSC Environment & Natural Resources Manager “erosion is symptomatic of banks that have been interfered with. It should be a shallow edge with saltmarsh vegetation. The interference is from people entering the lake, power boats, lawn mowing close to lake, skiers, etc. The area west of this is heavily vegetated (ie. not used) and shows no sign of erosion”.  Awaiting formal correspondence to progress.

Item 17: Concept plan for central MP recreational zone (ongoing) -  Letter to WSC requesting a meeting to discuss and be advised on procedures to start forward-planning. Response “that a Masterplan for this area has not been included in Council’s future works programme, which extends to 2014/15 and would require extensive resources and staff time”.
ACTION:  Request meeting for intended purpose of gaining advice and guidelines to set forward-planning procedure in place.
ACTION: Seek advise from WSC on the status of the wet basin remediation and replacement of fencing

Item 18: Drainage on shared pathway Campbell Pde to Catherine St (ongoing) – WSC Andrew Pearce has inspected and awaiting response to our correspondence and approach from Cllr Wynn about a possible solution

2. CORRESPONDENCE
MOVED  for acceptance (Sue Murray) SECONDED (Neil Wynn) CARRIED

3. TREASURERS’S REPORT

MOVED for acceptance (Bruce Edgell) SECONDED ( Denise Cooper) CARRIED

Balance brought forward from 21/4/2012 - $468.61 
Incomings: 
Supper Club 20/6/2012 91.40 

$560.01 

Outgoings: 
Sue Murray –Printer ink $69.99 

Judy Whitbourne supper 15.75 

Sue Murray- Printer ink & stationery 86.00 

Judy Whitbourne supper 15.40 

355 Hall C’tee rent Feb - Jun 66.00 

au Domain Admin- CSIAB (website) fee for 2012 99.00 

$352.14 

Credit balance 16 July 2012 $207.87
4. GENERAL BUSINESS
a) MOTION: (Robyn Croft) That Mannering Park Community Precinct Committee write to Wyong Shire Council Traffic Committee and Andrew Pearce Manager Roads and Drainage requesting an on-site meeting to discuss a resolution to a safe crossing over Campbell Parade from the skate park to the children’s playground and netball courts. 

SECONDED (Peter Dean) CARRIED

5. REPORTS

Progress Association (Coral Burnham)  - Key points:
a) Upcoming guest speaker from Delta Electricity’s marketing division will talk about how electricity prices are determined.  The Progress Association meets........
b) Lone Pine planting. This tree has been established from a seed from the original Lone Pine in Gallipoli. Consultation with the Community Hall Committee and MP Landcare about the most beneficial position for this special tree. Talks with Doyalson RSL Club to be involved and a significant plaque be incorporated into the area of its planting.
Men’s Shed (Rob Regnis)  - Key points:
a) Donation from Lake Munmorah doctors’ surgery

b) Recycling aluminium cans as a fundraiser 

Tidy Towns (Rob Regnis) Written report available – key points:
a) Grant from Attorney Generals Dept for graffiti removal equipment
b) Grant from WSC for new equipment

c) Projects completed:  Vales Rd tree planting, grassing and landscaping in town centre. Projects/maintenance ongoing: truck parking bay landscaping, Vales Rd welcome sign, graffiti removal, litter collection, various garden upkeep in the area.   

Landcare (Julie McGoldrick) - Key points:
a) New group under Wycare operating since March 2012, co-ordinator Nikki Bennetts from WSC
b) Members do bush regeneration on Crown land on Foals Bay foreshore behind the scout hall targeting noxious weeds – all bitou bush eradicated and successfully keeping it from spreading along foreshore – the bush track has been cleared of lantana – other weed removal is Asparagus aethiopicus and Senna penduloides. This weed removal helps in bushfire management

c) All work is under scientific license and as such has to be supervised by experienced bush regenerator. Julie is the accredited person to oversee works.
d) Two endangered ecological communities on the site.

e) Recently received WSC funding for a small amount of tools and mainly contract qualified bush regenerators for about 66 hours’ work $49.50 per hour.

f) Meeting days – 2nd Friday of month 8am to 11.30am and the last Saturday 7am to 11am.

New members welcome phone Julie on 4359 2527 or email insight.gardens@hotmail.com

Youth Initiative (Robyn Croft)  - Key points:
a) Made contact with Youthlink through San Remo Neighbourhood Centre for guidance on how to proceed with a high school age youth group in MP

b) Resources at San Remo are available but wants the MP youth to organise their own events

c) First step is a town meeting – flyers to be printed by Swansea MP’s office – Precinct Cttee can provide letterbox delivery.  

d) Robyn will put together a good framework and need to build a committee

e) Funding needed to pay for a youth worker based in MP.

Joshua Hodges (for Swansea MP Garry Edwards) – Key points:

a) Information follow-up from last meeting re Delta land sale. Camp Breakaway is on a 50yr lease until 2039; Xtreme Park is a registered lease until 2021, Koala Park is part of the buffer zone around Colongra Gas and has been funded and maintained by Delta employees and that will continue.

b) Eyewatch. Inspector Josh Maxwell can come to MP for training to open our Precinct’s own Facebook page if we wish to.

c) Governor’s visit to Swansea electorate for the Citizens’ Awards – including local residents Sylvia Westman OAM and Joseph Olivieri

d) Drivers can get half price registration if they have a clean driving record for the past five years
e) Tribute to Cllr Bill Symington who is not seeking re-election in the  Wyong Shire Council elections. Thanks for his strong representation.

Meeting closed 9.20pm   

NEXT MEETING: Monday, August 20 – Guest speakers on Delta Electricity Carbon Capture Program
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