CARE Forum

Meeting held at Vales Point Power Station

Wednesday, 11 August 2010 - 5:00pm

Community members: Coral Burnham, Chris Smith, Peter Bates, Jill Meechan, Garry Prince, Bob Brooks, Derek Zietsch, Trevor Wrightson, Stuart Durie, Phil Heaton, Kevin Spencer, Steve Jackson.

Delta attendees: Glenn Sharrock, General Manager/Central Coast; Suzanne Laucht, Environment Manager; Alex Chew, Graduate Environmental Scientist; David Hogg, General Manager/Fuel and Environment.
Apologies: Margaret Miller, Corporate Relations Manager; Marvin Campbell, Central Coast Community Environment Network.
Welcome

Glenn Sharrock welcomed all attendees and introduced David Hogg to the forum to observe proceedings of Central Coast CARE forums in his role of General Manager/Fuel and Environment.  
Suzanne Laucht introduced Alex Chew to present on Central Coast Water Saving Initiatives.  

August 2010 Meeting Notes
The meeting notes were generally discussed.
Operational Report and NSW Energy Reform

Glenn provided an overview of operations on the Central Coast explaining safety lost time injury figures and the National Safety Council of Australia Five Star Safety System noting Delta is performing well in safety management.
Production energy targets are all above target to date with significant energy contribution and profits for 2009/10 financial year from Central Coast.  Colongra has been extremely useful in Delta’s portfolio particularly during colder days in winter and hot summer days.  High plant availability had been experienced for Vales Point, Munmorah and Colongra Power Stations.   

Glenn provided an overview of the NSW Energy Reform Strategy and explained the GenTrader model and what it will mean to Central Coast operations which will essentially be business as usual in terms of plant operations and performance.  The GenTrader model does however mean fuel supplies will be the responsibility of the GenTrader but there will be contracts established ensuring quality and quantity of supply and modes of transport.
Sugar Mills 

Glenn provided an update on the status of the Sugar Mill Cogeneration Power Stations in the Northern Rivers region.  Whilst Broadwater and Condong are the largest biomass renewable energy projects in Australia, they have suffered financially due to factors outside operational control including having the lowest sugar mill crop and yield in the last 20 to 30 years due to weather conditions including frost, and revenue impacts associated with Federal Government legislation on Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) applying to solar renewable energy initiatives.  
Glenn will provide a status of the sale of Sugar Mill Cogeneration Plant at next CARE forum meeting.
Central Coast Environment Update
Suzanne presented an update on environmental management. There had been a noise incident at Vales Point Power Station with a steam leak and several community members had contacted Delta.  Some minor noise events were also experienced at Munmorah. Suzanne explained the circumstances surrounding these issues.
Air quality and the 4 Corners program regarding air quality in the Hunter Valley were discussed.  Bob Brooks and Garry Prince raised Dr Peter Lewis’s, (Public Health Unit), involvement in investigating air quality on Central Coast due to coal mining operations. Discussion on LDO’s contravention of their mining lease licence to operate took place.  Suzanne advised Delta was working on an air quality report for both Delta and Dr Lewis of Department of Health, and all findings from ambient air quality monitoring stations at Wyee, Munmorah, Morisset and Eraring are lower than the National Environment Protection Measure guideline levels other than some local bushfire and dust storm events.  

PRESENTATION – Central Coast Water Savings Initiatives Presentation by Alex Chew detailing Delta’s water management committee investigating water saving initiatives and what initiatives have been undertaken along with future options for the Central Coast.
Noted Alex’s participation in Delta’s Graduate Rotation Program and thank you to Delta Electricity by Bob Brooks for innovation projects and implementing the Graduate Rotation Program.
PRESENTATION – How is Noise Measured and Monitored Presentation by Suzanne Laucht on how ambient noise is measured with examples and Central Coast’s noise monitoring program.
General Business

The Wyee Point Reserve project is to go ahead.  Greg Piper and secretary had visited Derek Zietsch regarding Wyee Point Reserve and the meeting resulted in favourable outcome including an investigation into establishing a bicycle pathway on Rutleys Road.   A Master Plan is due end of month with dedicated budget of $2 million.
Margaret Miller has organised a Community Stakeholder Research Program which will involve a telephone survey of 500 residents.  The outcome of the research will be provided by Margaret at the next CARE forum meeting.

Clair Osbourne, Central Coast’s Human Resource Specialist has been accepted on the committee of the University of Newcastle Industry Scholarship Scheme.  This scheme provides one scholarship a year for a total of $7,500/year.  Delta also employs over 70 apprentices during their apprenticeship training program and takes on an additional 12 apprentices/region each year. However, last year apprentices are not retained after completing their last year but are eligible to apply for any available positions.  
Community Feedback:

Coral Burnham – Outcome of foam investigation has been provided by Delta and is acceptable.  Thank you to Delta for the three cement blocks for chairs on cycle ways.
Bob Brooks – No community inquires.  Signage provided is very clear and all observations have been good.  Letter has been sent to Margaret.  Does the CARE forum need to meet 4 times a year?  Glenn Sharrock advised committee to discuss amongst themselves and resolve at next meeting.
Peter Bates – Peter asked if Delta was responsible for works near the overhead Foot Bridge near traffic lights at Lake Munmorah.  Glenn advised this was an EnergyAustralia project.  They are installing a new 132kV line to substation and switching station.
Trevor Wrightson – Advised the Mannering Park oval underground water storage tank installation is complete.  Wyong Shire Council is planning amenities to the park on eastern side which is not good for sport due to the sun.  Suggested the northern end of park would be better.
Chris Smith – Main concern is with underground mining.  Tidy Towns received an ongoing sponsorship.  Chris provided a thank you to Delta Electricity for support for high vis vests.  300 metres of foreshore works has been completed by Council.
Note – Glenn Sharrock thanked CARE forum for their participation and support.

Next meeting to include presentation of Colongra by John Barben and update on Carbon Capture and Clean Coal Technologies by Dr Anthony Callan.

Meeting finished at 8.00pm.  Next meeting time is proposed for 5pm, 10 November 2010.
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